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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To exhibit an image with 
copyright only for specific users in the digital photo 
service system. 

SOLUTION: An image compression means 21 
compresses a digital image DO, generates an image file 
Fl consisting of a pair of compressed image data Dl and 
image data identification information S 1 to identify the 
image data Dl and an image file output means 22 outputs 
the file to an unspecified user side device. An expansion 
condition J2 required for decoding compressed image data 
D2 is stored in a storage device 3 1 corresponding to the 
image data identification information S 1 . An image file 
input means 81 receives the image file Fl and outputs 

image data identification information SI of an image > 
whose exhibition is desired from the image file Fl to an expansion condition output 
means 32 together with user information S2. The expansion condition output means 32 
discriminates whether or not a user is allowed for image exhibition and outputs the 
expansion condition J2 corresponding to the image data identification information Jl to 
an expansion condition input means 82 of a user side device 2 only when the means 32 
discriminates the user to be a permitted user for exhibition. An image reproduction 
means 83 uses the expansion condition J2 to decode the compressed image data Dl. 
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